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Environment Texas works for clean air, 
clean water, clean energy, wildlife and 
open spaces, and a livable climate. Our 
members across the state put grassroots 
support behind our research and 
advocacy.

We envision a greener Texas: one that 
protects more places where nature can 
thrive, and offers us and our children a 
greater opportunity to live healthier, more 
enriching lives. Through our research, 
public education, advocacy, litigation and 
action, we advance policies and practices 
that put our state and our country on a 
better path.









“population growth and 

its geographic 

distribution dictate the 

need for continued 

investment in public 

lands.”



“There is a need to provide more state 

parks in all categories (State Parks, State 

Natural Areas, and State Historic 

Sites)...Achieving this goal would require 

an additional 1,428,117 acres of land by 

2030.”



“going back to the legislature quickly will simply make 
them angry.  Anything we do that looks like we're moving 
quickly has the potential to get back to legislators and 
touch off a backlash.”

“a better first step would be to find out TPWD’s long range 
plans for land acquisition.  Let’s see what they have in 
mind and then figure out the best way we can help. I do 
like the idea of an up to date comparison of state park 
programs and budgets from around the country”









How Texas 
compares

• Texas ranks just 35th in the 

nation for state parkland per 

capita - Florida has 54% more 

state parkland 

• Insufficient parkland means 

our parks too often reach 

capacity and have to turn 

people away. 

• Booking a campsite can require 

months of advance planning. 



Natural areas at risk

• Between 1997 and 2017, more than 2.2 

million acres of farms, ranches, and 

forests were converted to subdivisions, 

stripmalls and highways. 

• That’s an average of about 10 football 

fields of farms and open space lost per 

hour  



McKinney Falls State Park





“it's an unrealistic pie-in-the-sky ask”

“Could you guys please work on something realistic and 
sustainable?”

“A billion dollar ask isn't something we can seriously pitch to our 
bosses.” 

“Develop a legitimate and sustainable and realistic plan that's 
closer to $75-150 million”



























Proposition 14 – SJR 74 "The 
constitutional amendment 

providing for the creation of the 
centennial parks conservation 

fund to be used for the 
creation and improvement of 

state parks."









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ty5QvMMySk

