
   

 

   

 

 

 
June 16, 2026 

 
The Honorable Mike Lee  
Chairman  
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources  
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510  
  
The Honorable Martin Heinrich  
Ranking Member  
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources  
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

 
 
Dear Chairman Lee, Ranking Member Heinrich, and Members of the Committee: 
 

On behalf of the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Association (ORRA), the nation’s leading 
coalition of outdoor recreation associations representing the more than 110,000 outdoor 
businesses in the recreation economy and the full spectrum of outdoor-related activities, I am 
writing in strong support of advancing the America the Beautiful Act in the Committee markup 
tomorrow with bipartisan agreement. 
 

Reauthorizing and strengthening the National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund 
(LRF), originally established through the Great American Outdoors Act in 2020, represents a 
critical opportunity to invest in America’s public lands and waters—one of our greatest legacies 
to leave for future generations. This historic legislation will improve access and infrastructure 
across our public lands and waters, elevate and modernize visitor experience, and create more 
outdoor recreation opportunities for everyone. We appreciate U.S. Senators Steve Daines and 
Angus King championing the America the Beautiful Act and thank you for your attention to this 
critical driver of thousands of American businesses and millions of American jobs. We urge you 
and your colleagues on the Committee to pass this legislation swiftly to reaffirm the nation’s 
commitment to conservation, outdoor recreation, public health and wellness, and the economic 
and cultural vitality of public lands and waters.   
 
The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis shows that outdoor 
recreation is a $1.3 trillion economic powerhouse, supporting 5.2 million jobs, and creating 
thriving economies and jobs in every state. Recreation on federal lands and waters alone added 

$351 million to the U.S. economy every day. Business certainty and strategic, sustained access 
and infrastructure investment—particularly on the public lands and waters that underpin the 



   

 

   

 

entire outdoor economy—are critical to maintaining momentum and ensuring long-term 
resilience for communities across the country and the health of all Americans. 
 

Enacting meaningful reforms to the Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) will ensure a transparent 
process around project selection and encourage innovative public-private partnerships. The 
investments made through this legislation will help connect Americans to our shared resources 
and provide visitors with an unparalleled experience for the next 250 years. 
 

As America prepares to celebrate its 250th anniversary, there is no better way to honor the legacy 
of our country than through the iconic landscapes and waterways that millions of people 
experience every year. Campgrounds, marinas, and boat launches are the front doors to public 
lands and waters bringing in revenue and encouraging workers to relocate and visitors to stay in 
rural communities. Modern, accessible infrastructure sustains recreation tourism, supports boats 
and RVs made in America, and preserves iconic American traditions tied to adventure, 
exploration, better health, and community.  
 
This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to recommit to the landscapes and waterways that 
define our national character. Reauthorizing and strengthening the Legacy Restoration Fund is a 
fitting tribute to the places Americans enjoy outdoor recreation, while providing vital 
investments to ensure these opportunities continue for generations to come. 
 
We thank you again for your leadership and look forward to swift passage of this bill through 
your Committee and working with you and your staff on final passage of this critical bipartisan 
legislation.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

Jessica Turner 
President 
Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Association (ORRA) 
 


